How Many Acres for Survival?

How Many Acres?

| once read that you need | ess

than 600 square feet per person to survive. Personally, | want nore
t han

survi val

VWhat do you want ?

If you eat three eggs each for breakfast, and use sone for other

pur poses,

you will want a dozen or maybe nore eggs per day. You need as many
hens,

along with a rooster. W (there are three in nmy house, but one doesn't
count) eat less than a dozen eggs per week, nost weeks, so three hens
are

enough for us. Excess eggs can go into the incubator, and the chicks
can be

sold if they are not needed for neat. If you don't want to use an

i ncubat or,

boil the eggs, mash them and feed them back to the chickens, or save
t hem

for the pig, dogs, and cats. To feed the chicks, plan on letting them
run

part of the day, if you can. Plant desireable food plants too, whether
you

plan to grow your own feed or not, the fresh food is good for them |
have

read, though we never did it, that one large zucchini and 3 I bs. worns
per

day is all you need to feed a dozen chickens. Chicken feed and soi
amendrents froma mni nrum of space, effort, and expence. O give them
4 oz

grain per bird daily.

For mlk, do think about getting goats rather than a cow. One m |k goat
wil |

produce all the mlk you can use while she is lactating. Two, bred to
alternating schedul es, should | eave you with excess all year around.
You

will need less than 1/2 acre of decent pasture for them and the

chi ckens

t oget her.

If you want beef, you should need no nore than one calf per year, and

woul d suggest that you find a dairy in the area, and buy fromthem one
23:? each year. Have a goat conming fresh at the sane tine, and raise

Lgff on the goats mlk. You will have sonme of the healthiest calves in
;EEa. Pl an on butchering themyoung, as they take a | ot of space as

t hey



grow up. Castrate if you are letting the cal ves grow much over a year,
or

they will want to visit the neighbor's cows. Raise themin a pen for

t hree

to six months, and feed themonly mlk for excellent mlk veal, or |et
t hem

eat grass and raise themup to a year for good, |ean beef that is stil
technically veal. This should be plenty of beef for a year, and won't
t ake

over 1/2 acre.

If you really want cow mlk, ook into Dexter cattle. They are a snall
breed of multi-purpose cattle. Two cows can run on two acres of good
gr ass,

and give you all the mlk and neat you need, with some |eft over. You
will

nost |ikley need to feed them though

Think carefully before getting a m |k breed of cow. She will produce
five or

nore gallons of m |k per day for 305 days per year. Many cows can give
over

13 gallons per day. She will need lots of grain to do it, and you wll
need

tome to milk her, twice every day. Even the dexter will give a gallon
per

day, which is a lot for three people. Don't forget to nake butter and

cheese
I

Pork is good. You can often pick up a weaned piglet for under $20,
somet i mes

under $5. Feed it those leftover kitchen scraps, mlk, eggs, and let it
cl ean up the garden every year. Butcher at |ess than 100 pounds, and
get

another for the next year. Or go to the pork auction and pick up an old
boar

for less than 5 cents per pound. Take himstraight to the butcher

t hough, as
he is strong enough to tear up your barn, and will, just for fun. Don't
even

t hi nk about breedi ng your own hog.

One acre of orchard should do for you: 4 Cherries, 2 apples and 2 pears
around 30 ft. apart, 2 Peaches at 20 ft, 2 pluns at 15. I'd add 100
strawberries, 6 blackberries, 6 raspberries, and 4 grapes to the mx,
as

they will bear sooner. A few nut trees would be good to add, if you can
gr ow

t hem where you are. Maybe 2 pecan (35 ft), 4 hazel (15 ft), and 2
chestnuts

(30 ft). Even if you put in a 50 ft row of asparagus, 4 hardy kiw s on
a

trellis, and 12 rhubarb plants, this is |l ess than an acre. Fewer trees
if

your nei ghbors have them cl ose enough for pollination, and cl oser

t oget her



if you get dwarfs.

| don't know what you are gardening now, but 1/2 acre is a |lot of

gar den.

330x66 ft, re-arainged in whatever shape it cones in. | wish ny
spel | -checker worked, that word | ooks wong. Point is, that should be
pl enty

of vegetabl e and herb garden.

Add at least 1 acre if you need a wood lot, and 2 or 3 for grow ng your
own

grain, though I don't reccomend it. Add 2 beehives to the orchard, if
you

can, and spend all you can on GOOD fences.

Five to ten acres should be enough for three people, if you get decent
I and,

put up good fences to keep out the vermn (deer, coyotes, ferra
dogs...),

and put in the work. More would be nice, though



