Everyt hing You Need to Know to Get a License
By Frederick O Mia, WhYI-VEC

Ham radi o i s probably nore popular than you realize. Nearly
hal f-a-mllion people in the United States fromall wal ks of life
call amateur radio their hobby. And the nunber is grow ng. Sone
of the world's nost famous people are licensed amateur radio
operators. Ex-Senator Barry Goldwater is K7UGA, Jordan's King
Hussein is JY1, ex-pro baseball player Joe Rudi is NK7U
guitarist Chet Atkins is WAMCZD and Country-and-Wstern superstar
Ronnie MIsap is WB4KCG The list goes on and on! In fact, you
never know who is behind the mcrophone at the other end. It
could be just about anyone fromany walk of life. In amateur
radi o, there are no race, age, creed, color, sex or class
di stinctions. There is bound to be a hamright in your
nei ghbor hood, maybe even on your street.

Amat eur radio survives as a result of international treaties
and government regul ations. Hamradi o operators in the United
States are licensed and regul ated by the Federal Comuni cations
Conmi ssion (FCC). Internationally allocated, anateur radi o exists
in nearly every country in the world on the sane frequencies as
inthe U S There are currently nearly two million amateur radio
operators worl dwi de. Japan has the nost with about one million
but doesn't have a code requirenent for their entry-|eve
i cense.

There is a very big difference between hamradi o and CB
conmuni cati on. For one thing, amateur radio conmunications
requires that you nust be |licensed and issued a call sign by the
government. What's nore, you nust use that call sign when you
operate on-the-air. Instead of one band of 40 channels, you get
literally thousands of frequencies scattered throughout many
bands-=each with different propagati on characteristics. You can
legally run power levels up to 1,500 watts with worl dw de
capability instead of just a nere few watts for |ocal operation.

It is really very easy to become a hamradi o operator. There
are five different amateur radio license |l evels: Novice,
Techni ci an, General, Advanced and the top-level Amateur Extra
Cl ass. Each one requires denonstrating nore know edge and skil
i n exchange for additional operating and frequency privil eges.
You will be tested for Morse code proficiency and know edge of
radi o theory and regul ati ons.

You should be able to qualify for the Novice license with as
little as a couple of weeks of study. Upgrading to any higher-
class licenses can be attenpted any tine. Enthusiastic Novices
with little or no background in the area have nmastered the
necessary skills to upgrade all the way to the Extra cl ass
license in six nonths or |ess. How quickly you nove up depends on
how much effort and time you wish to devote to preparation
activities. Many amateur radi o clubs and adult education prograns
of fer license courses at little or no expense.

Mor se Code

It is an International Tel econmunication Union (I TU)
requi renent that to transmt |ong-distance amateur shortwave
radi o, you nust |learn the Morse code. The shortwaves are defined
as those below 30 Miz. (The ITU is the worl dwi de United Nations
t el ecomuni cati ons governi ng body headquartered in Geneva,



Switzerland.) Mdre and nore countries are, however, allow ng
their amateurs to operate on the VHF and hi gher frequencies
(those above 50 MHz) without tel egraphy know edge. Unfortunately,
the United States is not presently planning to be one of them
Canada, however, is in the process of adopting a code-free

begi nni ng amat eur cl ass.

There are all sorts of reasons cited on why the code is
needed- =or not needed. Wthout getting mred in this argunent,
let's Il ook at the positive aspects of the code since it is the
| aw t hat you show CW proficiency, even though fewer amateurs
today own a tel egraph key than a conputer.

Tel egraphy can be an interesting way to comunicate. It allows
nore amateurs to utilize the bands at one tine since it takes
| ess spectrum space. Under marginal band conditions, it is easier
to get through with CWthan with voice since you can filter out
interference nore readily. For sone of us, CWis sinply a |lot of
fun. | enjoy the code and have many awards for internationa
two-way CW contacts. Amateurs who can't comunicate well in each
ot her's | anguage can use standard abbreviations and prosigns to
carry on fairly detail ed code conversations.

To many, Mrse-code proficiency is a stunbling block. It need
not be. It nmerely requires the discipline to practice code for a
coupl e of weeks to be able to | earn enough Morse to pass the 5
wor d- per-m nute (WPM Novi ce code exam There is no additiona
code requirenent for the Technician class |icense, which gives
you access to all the VHF frequencies and privileges. This
i ncl udes the popular 2-neter FM band that so many hans use to
make phone calls fromtheir cars or small portable units. You
must pass a 13- WPM exam to advance fromthe Technician to Genera
Class and a 20-WPM one to obtain the Amateur Extra C ass |icense.
These |icenses provide increasingly nore frequenci es and
privileges on the HF bands.

Besides listening to on-the-air conversations and code-
practice transm ssions, you can use numerous tapes, conputer
prograns and el ectronic devices that provide you with code
practice. In large part, they are all effective |earning tools.
You may find that certain features of one program are nore
attractive than those of another. It is a matter of persona
pr ef erence.

One factor that is not a matter of preference, though, is how
you |l earn the characters. Mrse code is an aural code, and that
is how you should learn it. Attenpting to | earn the code by
staring at dots and dashes on the printed page is the worst
course of action possible. If you adopt this approach, you are
al nost certainly underm ning your ability to |l earn Mrse code
and, later, to increase your speed in order to upgrade.

Al'l nodern code-teaching courses and prograns teach you the
sound of each character. Wen you |l earn code the right way, you
will find that its reputation as a difficult skill to master is
grossly overstated. Do it right, and the code is easy.

When you sit for the exam the examners will send you five
m nutes of a sinulated on-the-air conversation. You will then be
given a test of 10 questions relating to the transm ssion. A
score of 70% on this code test is passing. Should you pass the
code and fail the theory (or vice versa) when taking the
Technici an or higher exam you will be given a certificate of
successful conpletion for the portion that you passed. You wil|



then have a year to pass the renmining el ement of the exam
wi t hout retesting on what you al ready passed.
Theory and Regul ati ons

The written exam nati ons cover amateur radi o regul ations,
operating procedures and el ectronic principles. You do not have
to be technically oriented to pass the exam nations. Al of the
guestions and answers that make up the various question pools are
wi dely published. Each of the five examinations draws from
guestions on nine topics. Each topic is designated by a letter.
There are from 25 to 50 questions in each of exam nation el enent
that are taken froma pool of hundreds of possibilities.

Li censing requirements are cumul ative. That is, if you want to
start with the Technician class as your first |icense, you nust
first pass the Novice-theory exam el enent. You could take all the
exam nati on el enents at one testing session and wal k out with an
Amat eur Extra Class |license. See Table |

The purpose of the exans is to denpnstrate that you can
operate a transnitter safely and | egally-=not design one. Anyway,
real know edge comes with practical experience, which usually
cones after you have your |license, not before. So there's nothing
wrong with using mmenonic devices to recall answers to questions.

Novi ce Exam The Novi ce examination is nade up of the 5- WM
code test (Elenment 1A) and a 30-question (El ement 2)
mul ti pl e-choice witten exam nati on. The questions are sel ected
fromthe Novice | evel question bank. To pass the Elenent 2 test,
22 or nore correct answers are needed

To conduct the exam nations requires two vol unteer exam ners
(VEs) to administer the tests. They need not be accredited, as
they must be for the higher-level tests. But they nust be at
| east 18 years of age and hold a General -class or higher-I|eve
license. Also, they nust have a clean radio record to conduct the
exam nation. The Vol unteer Exam ners (VEs) al so shoul d not be
engaged in the amateur radi o equi prent, distribution or license-
preparation material business, nor should they be related to the
applicant. The VEs will mail the application (Form610) to the
FCC in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, for Novice |license issuance if
t he applicant passes both exam nation parts. If only one el enent
i s passed, an applicant has a year to conplete the remining test
el emrent .

Since March 21, 1987, Novice privileges are better than ever!
As an incentive to attract new participants to the amateur radio
hobby, the FCC relaxed its regulations to allow entry |evel ham
radi o operators to imediately join the mainstream of amateur
radio. No longer are they restricted to just the Mrse code.

Begi nners can now tal k around the world using SSB on the popul ar
10-met er HF band, too. They can al so conmuni cate through 220- MHz
FM repeaters, even linking their radio to the tel ephone or a

per sonal conputer.

Upgradi ng: And that is not all. The FCC has nade it easier
than ever to upgrade. The next step up the | adder, the Technician
Class (which lets you talk on the popul ar two-neter band, the
ham's traditional social party line), nowis nore than tw ce as
easy to attain. To becone a Technician class amateur, you sinply
must pass its 25-question nultiple-choice exam nation as conpared
to the earlier 50-question conmbi ned Techni ci an/ General exam
(Code speed al one previously distinguished between the two
| evel s.) Upgrading test sessions are nore formal than their



Novi ce counterparts. They are normally held at schools or other
public halls. The rules require that accredited VEs publicly
announce | ocations and tines of all exam nation sessions. Ham
radi o equi pment outlets and amateur radi o operators in your area
wi Il know who is adm nistering amateur radi o operator

exam nations |locally. You may al so take a Novice exam nation at a
Vol unt eer Exam Coordi nator (VEC) Systemtest session w thout

cost.

Upgr adi ng above Technician is al so easy, particularly when you
take it one step at a tine. To go from Technician to Genera
requires passing a 13-WPM code test and an additional 25-question
nmul tiple-choice test. To go from General to Advanced, you nust
pass a 50-question multiple-choice exam Finally, to take the
| ast step to Amateur Extra, you must pass a 20- WPM code test and
a 40-question multiple-choice exam

Wth respect to the theory/regulations witten exam at | east
ten tines as many questions appear in each of the question banks

as will be needed in any one examnation. VECs or VEs (it can be
either) prepare the witten exanm nation by selecting a specified
nunber of questions fromeach of the nine topics. (See Table I1I.)

VE teans adninister the witten exam nations using the exact
questions and multiple-choice answers that appear in the question
pools. VEs are not allowed to deviate fromthe questions.
Applicants can be assured that the questions and answers they
studied are the sane ones that will appear word-for-word on their
exam nation. Test candi dates shoul d be certain, however, that
t hey have obtained the current study material. The cutoff date
shoul d be stated in the |license preparation material

There is no longer a waiting period to retake fail ed
exam nations. Sone VE teans will even re-adm nister you the
fail ed exam nati on at the same session, although you will
probably have to pay another test fee if the exam nation is at
t he Technician or higher class level. The test fee, which is
adjusted annually for changes in the Departnent of Labor's
Consuner Price Index, is currently $4.55 per exani nee.

A new maxi mumtest fee is i nplenmented each January. The test
fees go to finance the cost of the VEC Systemtesting program
You only pay one fee as long as you continue to pass adm ni stered
exam nations during any one testing session. You can even take
all exami nations right up through the Extra Class |evel at one
sitting. There is no charge, however, if you only take the Novice
exam nati on.

The FCC has deterni ned that anyone who can receive code at a
gi ven speed can al so send at that speed or greater. Thus, the FCC
wi Il assume your ability to send if you can denonstrate an
ability to receive. What this neans is that you will not be given
a sending test.

Hi story of Amateur Testing

Vol unteer amateur self-testing started to take shape during
the early 1980s when the FCC began abolishing nost of its
conmer ci al radi otel ephone |icensing program The governnent
eventual ly turned their engineering/technician |icensing program
over to industry groups. A general trend towards
““privatization'' of many governnent functions devel oped.

In 1981 | egislation was enacted to legally allow the public to
voluntarily assist the governnent. The Novi ce exam nation, which
had been adm ni stered by volunteers for decades, had been



determned to be illegal since federal rules forbid vol unteer
help fromthe public. As a tax saving nmeasure, Senator Barry

Col dwat er introduced legislation that laid the groundwork for al
testing of amateur radio operators to be conducted by vol unteers.

Public Law 97. 259, signed by President Reagan on Septenber 13,
1982, carried CGol dwater's anmendnent authorizing |egal volunteer
amat eur radi o operator test preparation and adm nistration. The
United States becane the first nation to authorize amateur radio
operators to verify their own qualifications. Previously the FCC
had devel oped and admi nistered all amateur radi o operator code
and theory exam nations. Now the entire programwould be carried
on by the amateur conmunity.

During 1983 the FCC devel oped the guidelines for its
Techni ci an and hi gher class amateur self-testing system The
Novi ce testing programwas basically already in place. Prior to
1984, the exani nation questions on FCC adm ni stered amateur radio
operator tests were supposedly known only to FCC personnel. Wrd
had a way of getting around, however. At |east one anateur made a
career of researching and publishing the exact questions and
answers to all amateur radi o operator exam nations. At any given
time, there were only one or two test versions for each |icense
| evel . Amateur radi o operator test questions and answers were
pretty well avail able to anyone that wanted to purchase them It
didn't take nmuch effort to menorize enough material to pass any
of the exans.

The FCC decided to try a different system Wth help fromthe
amat eur community, the governnent devel oped and then rel eased to
the public all possible verbatimquestions that could be asked of
amat eur operators. The FCC came up with ten tines as many
guestions as would be needed in any one amateur radi o operator
exam nation. These lists, known as question pools, were rel eased
to the public in the formof PR (for Private Radio) 1035
Bul l etins. PR-1035A contai ned the Novice questions, PR 1035B
covered the Technician class and so on.

Once the question pools were in place, the FCC began a search
for a testing system adm nistrator who would recruit exam ners
and further develop a programto test amateur radi o operator
applicants. The Commi ssion also said that 1984 woul d be the | ast
year that they woul d exani ne amateur radi o operators. Initially,
nost observers thought that the Anerican Radi o Rel ay League
(ARRL) woul d be the sole anateur testing admnistrator.

The League still had not accepted the position, however, six
nmonths later. It began to appear that amateur testing
opportunities mght be very limted or even non-existent in the
future. When it becanme apparent that the ARRL was undeci ded and
appr ehensi ve about agreeing to handl e amat eur radi o operator
testing on a national basis, the FCC el ected to go with smaller
regi onal groups. They called these adni nistrators Vol unt eer
Exam ner Coordi nators (VECs).

The primary duty of a VECis to select exam ners and provide
themw th examination naterials and testing guidelines. It was
obvi ous that Col dwater envisioned that all amateur radio
exam nations would be handled simlar to the Novice program by
i ndi vidual amateurs that would certify the qualifications of
others. As a safeguard agai nst cheating, however, the FCC el ected
to require testing teans rather than a single volunteer exam ner
(VE).



Several organi zations applied to becone a VEC all on a
regi onal basis. Qur programwas the first to apply to becone a
Nati onal Vol unteer Exam ner Coordi nator. W set up a program
whi ch shifted many expenses to the vol unteer exam ners. Amateurs,
interested in hel ping the service grow, had al ways vol unt eered
their services to conduct Novice examinations. W figured they
woul d cone through for all other license classes as well. W were
right! Once a provision was made for reinmbursement of testing
expenses, the ARRL also applied to become a VEC in all regions. A
current listing of VECs for each region can be found in Table 3.

The early days of volunteer testing saw different answers to
exam nati on questions. The FCC rel eased the questions but not the
answers. It was left to the individual VECs to devel op the
answers and different VECs had different answers to the same
guestions! W solved the answer problemby filing a FO A (Freedom
of Information Act) request for the answers that the FCC had in
their possession. Once received, we circulated themto other VECs
and |icense preparation publishers. It was our first attenpt at
standardi zi ng the answers. Once the ARRL becane a VEC, their
answers to the exam nation energed as the de facto standard which
nost (but not all) VECs adopted and provided their vol unteer
exam ners. At |east one VEC used true/fal se answer formats to the
witten exani nations.

VECs Agree to Standardize

The first VEC Conference was held at the FCC s |icensing
facility in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Wile the main objective of
the conference was to observe the |license issuance function, nost
VECs wanted to work towards further standardization of anateur
testing. The VEC Conference in 1986 was held at the FCC in
Washi ngton, DC. Progress and cooperation anong all VECs has now
resulted in every VEC adopting the same answer format to
exam nati on questions. The rules now require that VECs agree on a
si ngl e conmon question pool. At one point, different question
pool s anong the VECs were envisioned by the FCC. Thus an
applicant can now be assured that no matter where amateur radio
operator exam nations are held, the questions and answers wll be
t he sane.

The Extra Class witten exam nati on changed to a new updat ed
versi on on Novenber 1, 1988. The VEC Question Pool Committee is
currently considering newy submtted questions to the El enent 2
(Novice) and 3A (Technician) exam nations which will be revised
and i npl enented on Novenber 1, 1989. Barring changes in the rules
and regulations that directly affect a particul ar question, there
will be no other changes to the question pools until 1990.

Al commercially published Iicense preparation study guides
support the sane testing material. You can be assured that any

current study material will be appropriate for any exam from any
VEC. If you are going for the Extra, keep in mnd the cut-over
date for the new exans this fall. Selecting study material and
ai ds shoul d be based on personal preference. Selecting a testing
session to attend should will probably be based on conveni ence.
Amat eur testing has never been nore convenient.

Call Signs

Amat eur radio call signs are of suprene inportance to a ham
operator. It becones their nanme on the air-=frequently for life.
Hans know each other by call sign and often never know the | ast
nane of those they may comunicate with on a daily basis.



Amat eur radio stations are issued their own station call signs
primarily as an aid to enforcenment of the radio rules. Wth a few
exceptions, transmtting stations throughout the world are
required to identify themsel ves at established intervals when
they are in operation. By international agreenent, the prefix
letters of a station's call sign indicates the country from which
the call sign was issued. On the DX airwaves, hans can readily
identify the origin of the signal they hear by the call sign
prefix.

The amateur radi o prefixes allocated to the United States are
AA through AL, K, N and W each foll owed by one nuneral. Wth the
exception of the AA-AL block, the prefix can be a single letter
(K, Nor W followed by a digit, or it can consist of two letters
and a digit. QOccasionally, special prefixes have been authorized
that deviate fromthese formats. The number indicates the
geographic area for the bona fide mailing address at the tine the
call sign was first issued. See Table 4 for details.

The suffix consists of up to three letters which are issued by
the government in strict sequential order. Not only does the FCC
i ssue amateur call signs in keeping with international |aw and
geogr aphi ¢ considerations but also according to |license cl ass.

Al newy issued call signs are assigned according to operator
class. The prefix letter conmbinations are referred to as "prefix
bl ocks." When all suffix letters within a call sign area have
been assigned for any given prefix block, the FCC issues cal
signs fromthe next | ower block. Table 5 contains a listing of
the prefix bl ocks assigned to each |icense class.

Call sign letter conmbinations and the format fromwi thin a
call sign group are always selected by the FCC. |ssuance of ham
radio call signs is governed by Section 97.51 of the Amateur
Radi o Service regul ations. Basically two guidelines apply: first,
call signs nmust be assigned systematically, and, second, the FCC
will not grant a request for a specific call sign.

The Conmi ssion has not issued a specific call sign of an
amateur's choosing in over ten years. The FCC is, however,
wor ki ng on a systemwhere private groups may do just that. A
Special Call Sign Coordinator (SCSC) may be able to issue you
another (called a "secondary") call sign of your choice. The
primary call sign will still be issued by the FCC s |icensing
facility in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. In fact, the new system may
be approved by the tine you read this.

Once the initial primary call sign is assigned by the FCC, a
call sign will not be changed unless the |icensee specifically
requests and is eligible for a change. The |icensee al ways has
the option to keep the current call sign upon |icense renewal,
upgrade, change of station |ocation, change of nailing address or
change of nane. To request a call sign change, an amateur nerely
checks the "Change Call Sign" box on application form FCC Form
610.

Li censees (i ncluding Novice) who change their mailing address
to a different call sign area nust nake a choi ce of whether they
want to keep their present call sign or apply for a call sign
applicable to their new geographic area. If your amateur radio
license | apses, you may retain your same call sign if reactivated
within a two year "grace" period otherw se you nust accept a new
call sign appropriate for your license class and nailing address.

The FCC issues a nonthly list of call signs issued so amateurs



wi || have sone idea of the call sign they will receive. Table No.
6 is the list that was issued by the FCC on June 1, 1988.
Summary

Joi ning the fun on the ham bands is as sinple as passing a
test and purchasi ng sone nodest equi pnent-=or not so nodest if
your budget permts. Passing the test is a |lot easier than you
may have supposed

First, you are going to have to master the Mrse code to one
degree or another. It is the |law. Wen approached properly
(aurally), learning the code is far easier than nost people
t hi nk. You should be able to | earn enough to pass the Novice 5-
WM test in a couple of weeks. Daily practice and the proper
mental attitude can boost that speed to the 20-WPM level in a
matter of a few nonths.

You will also be tested on theory and regul ati ons. Although
there is a technical aspect to this hobby, you do not need a
strong techni cal background to pass these exans. The exact
guestions and answers are avail able froma nunber of sources in
several different formats. You can sinply menorize the answers to
t he questions that you do not understand. Regardl ess of your
background, the real education cones after you get your license
and get on the air.

As a result of the new VEC/VE system of testing, it has never
been easier or nore convenient to find a testing session. |In nost
netropolitan areas, tests are conducted regularly, perhaps once a
nonth or nore often. Most of these sessions are on weekends or in
t he eveni ngs, which is convenient for people who work regul ar
busi ness hours or attend school

VWhen you take an exam you will get credit for any portion of
it that you pass. The credit is good for a year. You can retake
exans as often as you like until you pass. Al it takes is a

little effort and persistence.

Once you have your license and call sign, you can get on the
air anytinme you like. You'll make new friends, and some of them
may be well known celebrities. Take a | ook at the Call book. That
KA6 with the fam liar sounding voice that you worked this
norning. His nane is strangely simlar to the reclusive novie
star who .

Tabl e |

VRI TTEN EXAM NATI ON TOPI CS

Topi c Sub- el enent

Letter Descri ption

A FCC Rules for the Amateur Radi o Service
B Amat eur station operating procedures

C Radi o wave propagati on characteristics of amateur frequency bands



D Amat eur radi o practices
E El ectrical principles as applied to amateur station equi pnent
F Amat eur station equi pnent circuit components
G Practical circuits enployed in amateur station equi pnent
H Signal s and enissions transmitted by amateur stations
I Amat eur station feedlines and antennas
Table 11
El enent 2 El ement 3A El enent 3B El ement 4A El enent 4B
Novi ce Tech Gener al Advanced Extra
Topi c in to in to in to in to in to
Letter pool sel ect pool sel ect pool sel ect pool sel ect pool sel
A 95 9 58 5 46 4 66 6 117 8
B 2 3834 2 38 3 35 3 10 1 214
C 17 2 30 3 30 3 20 2 12 2
D 21 4 41 4 50 5 40 4 27 4
E 33 3 35 2 41 2 100 10 65 6
F 10 2 18 2 11 1 60 6 36 5
G 17 2 11 2 10 1 100 10 69 4
H 26 2 21 2 22 2 63 6 44 4
I 28 3 36 3 41 4 48 5 50 4
TOTAL 302 30 288 25 286 25 507 50 441 40
NXT REV ~ 11/1/89 11/1/89 11/1/90 11/ 1/ 90 11/1/91

Tabl e indicates the actual nakeup of each of the five examinations. The nunber
of pool questions in each sub-elenent is indicated al ong with nunber to be

sel ected for the actual exam nation. The Novi ce exani nation contains 30
guestions, Technician and General: 25 questions, Advanced: 50 questions and
Extra O ass: 40 questions

Table |V

Nuneral in Call Sign Determ ned by Bona Fide Miiling Address
Call District Area (Contiguous 48 States)

1 Mai ne, New Hanpshire, Vernmont, Massachusetts, Rhode Isl and,
Connecti cut

2 New Yor k, New Jersey

3 Pennsyl vani a, Del aware, Maryland, District of Colunbia

4 Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Al abamg,

Tennessee, Kentucky

M ssi ssi ppi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Cklahoma, Texas, New Mexi co

6 California

7 Oregon, Washington, |daho, Montana, Wom ng, ARi zona, Nevada, U ah
8 M chi gan, Chio, West Virginia

9 W sconsin, Illinois, Indiana
0
M

(61

Col or ado, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, Kansas, M nnesota, |owa,
ssouri



U. S. Island Possessions Qutside the Continental United States
receive the following call sign |ocators.

1 Baker, Canton, Enderbury, Howl and, Navassa | sl ands
2 Guam
3 Johnston Island, Rancador Key, Quita Sueno Bank, Serrana Bank,

Serranilla Bank

4 M dway | sl and, Puerto Rico

5 Ki ngman Reef, Pal nyra, Jarvis |sland

6 Hawai i

7 Al aska, Kure Island

8 Anerican Sanopa

9 Wake, W/ kes, Peal e Islands

Table V

CALL SI GN FORMATS FOR THE VARI OUS AVATEUR LI CENSE CLASSES

LI CENSE CALL SIGN PREFI X SUFFI X

CLASS GROUPI NG BLOCKS LETTERS

Novi ce Group D KA-KZ, NA-NZ, WA-WZ 3 letters

Tech Goup C K, N, W 3 letters

CGener al Goup C K, N W 3 letters

Advanced G oup B KA-KZ, NA-NzZ, WA-W 2 letters

Extra Goup A K, N W 2 letters
Goup A AA- AK, KA-KZ, NA-NZ, WA-WZ 1 letter
Goup A AA- AK 2 letters

Note: Prefixes AH, AL, KH, KL, KP, NH, NL, NP, WH W, WP are reserved for
amateurs with mailing addresses outside of the 48 contiguous United States. WC
WK, WM WR and WI call sign prefixes are reserved for RACES (Radio Amateur C vil
Enmergency Service), Clubs, MIlitary recreation, repeaters and Tenporary |icenses
but their issuance has never been i npl enented.

Table 111
Vol unt eer Exami ner Coordi nators Wth Amateur Radi o Operator Testing Prograns by
Call District

NATI ONAL VEC' s

WbYI - VEC

P. 0. Box 565101

Dal | as, TExas 75356-5101

Tel: Days (817) 548-9594 (10:00 a.m -2:00 p.m CDT)
Eveni ngs/ Weekends: (817) 461-6443

DeVry Amateur Radi o Soci ety- VEC

330 N. Canpbell Avenue

Chi cago, Illinois 60618

Tel : (800) 327-2444 (CQutside IIlinois)
(312) 929-8500 (Illinois only)

Ameri can Radi o Rel ay League- VEC
225 Main Street
Newi ngt on, Connecticut 06111



Tel: (203) 66-1541

VECS, Call Sign Region 1

Connecticut, Mine, Massachusetts, New Hanpshire, Rhode I|sland, Vernont

Nati onal VECs only

VECs, CALL SIGN REG ON 2
New Jer sey, New York

Nati onal VECs, only

VECs, CALL SIGN REG ON 3
Del aware, District of Colunbia, Pennsylvania
Nati onal VECs, plus:

Laurel Amateur Radio C ub, Inc.
P. O. Box #3039

Laurel, Maryland 20708

Tel: (301) 953-1065

Mount ai n Amat eur Radi o Cl ub
P. Q. Box #234

Cunberl and, Maryl and 21502
Tel : (304) 289-3576

VECs, CALL SIGN REG ON 4

Al abama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee

Nati onal VECs, plus:

Central Al abama VEC, |nc.
606 Trenont Street

Sel ma, Al abama 36701

Tel : (205) 872-1166

Charol otte VEC

227 Bennett Lane

Charolotte, North Carolina 28213
Tel : (704) 596-2168

Triad Enmergency Radi o C ub-VEC
3504 Stonehurst Place

Hi gh Point, North Carolina 27260
Tel : (919) 869-6637

Western Carolina Amateur Radi o Soci ety- VEC
5833 Clinton H ghway, Suite #203

Knoxvill e, Tennessee 37912

Tel : (615) 688-7771

VECs, CALL SIGN REA ON 5
Ar kansas, Louisiana, M ssissippi, New Mexico,

Ckl ahoma, Texas



Nati onal VECs, pl us:

Jefferson Amateur Radi o C ub- VEC
P. 0. Box #73665
Metairie, Louisiana 70033

VECs, CALL SIGN REG ON 6
California
Nati onal VECs, pl us:

CGol den Enpire Amateur RAdi o Soci ety-VEC
P. O Box 508
Chico, California 95927

Greater L. A Amateur Radi o G oup-VEC
9737 Nobl e Avenue

Sepul veda, California 91343

Tel : (818) 892-2068

SANDARC- VEC

P. 0. Box #5023

LaMesa, California 92041
Tel : (619) 465-3926

Sunnyval e VEC Anat eur Radi o C ub
P. O Box #60142

Sunnyval e, California 94088

Tel : (408) 255-9000

VEC s, CALL SIGN REG ON 7

Arizona, |daho, Mntana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washi ngton,

Nati onal VECs, plus:

Sunnyval e VEC Anat eur Radi o C ub
P. O Box #60142

Sunnyval e, California 94088

Tel : (408) 255-9000

VECs, CALL SI GN REG ON 8

M chi gan, GChio, West Virginia

Nati onal VECs only

VECs, CALL SIGN REG ON 9

Illinois, Indiana, Wsconsin

Nati onal VECs, pl us:

M | waukee Amat eur Radi o C ub, Inc.-VEC

N50 WL6328 Pin Cak Court
Menomonee Falls, Wsconsin 53051

VECs, CALL SIGN REG ON 10

Wom ng



Col or ado, |owa, Kansas, M nnesota, M ssouri,

Dakot a
Nati onal VECs, plus:

PHd Amat eur Radi o Associ ation, Inc.-VEC
P. 0. Box #11

Li berty, M ssouri 64068

Tel : (816) 781-7313 (7-9 p.m)

VEC s, VEC REG ON NO. 11
Al aska
Nati onal VEC s, plus:

Anchor age Anateur Radi o C ub-VEC
2628 Turnagai n Par kway
Anchor age, Al aska 99517
Tel :  (907) 243-2221
(907) 344-5401

Sunnyval e VEC Anat eur Radi o C ub- VEC
P. O Box #60142

Sunnyval e, California 94088

Tel : (408) 255-9000

VEC s, VEC REG ON NO. 12
Puerto Rico, U S. Virgin Islands

Nati onal VEC s only

VEC s, VEC REG ON No. 13
Hawai i, South Pacific island possessions

Kool au Amat eur Radi o C ub- VEC
45-529 Nakul ual Street
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Sunnyval e VEC Amat eur Radi o C ub
P. O Box 60142

Sunnyval e, California 94088

Tel : (408) 255-9000

Nebr aska,

Nort h Dakota, South



