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COMMUNI CATI ONS

During the coordinati on phase of requesting AFCC nobil e
conmuni cati on assi stance, a joint AFCC/ ARS determ nation
wi || be nade regardi ng frequenci es needed to support the
depl oyed unit. AFCC nay el ect to use MARS or other AFCC
avai | abl e frequenci es for point-to-point communications, or
may request MAC cl earance of a different frequency.

Enmer gency Communi cati ons Frequenci es

The unit in distress, or a station that has been assigned
controlling responsibility by the unit in distress, controls
di stress traffic. However, for cases involving internationa
civil aviation, the station addressed by the distress
nessage controls distress traffic. Once conmunications are
established with a distressed unit, they should be
mai nt ai ned on the sane frequency. The follow ng frequencies
have been assigned as distress or energency frequencies:

500kHz -- International CWMWdistress & calling (Not
guarded by USN shi ps). **Phasi ng out**

2182kHz -- International voice distress/safety/calling.

4125kHz -- International voice distress/safety/calling

backup (not guarded).
6215. 5kHz- International voice distress/safety/calling
backup (not guarded).

8364kHz -- International CWMCWIifeboat/survival craft &
SAR forces.
27.065mHz -- Citizens' Band Radi o emergency freq. CB Ch# 9.
121.5nHz -- International VHF voice aeronautical energency &
ELT/ EPI RBs.

156.8ntHz -- VHF-FM International voice distress/safety &
calling. EPIRB alert tones. Marine channel 16.

156. 75mHz-- Class C (marine) EPIRB 15 second honi ng si gnal

243.0mHz -- Joint/Conbined mlitary UHF voi ce aeronautica
enmergency, international survival craft & ELTs.

Search and Rescue Dedi cated Frequencies
The foll owi ng frequencies have been dedicated for SAR &

SAR coordi nati on usage:

2670kHz -- USCG energency coordination

3023.5kHz -International voice SAR on-scene PRI MARY

5680kHz -- International voice SAR on-scene.

8364kHz -- International survival craft & SAR on-scene.
Guarded by USN during aircraft Maritime Patro
Qperations in support of fleet units.

40.5nHz --(FM United States DoD Joint Operations comon.

121.6mHz --U. S./Canada voi ce SAR on-scene

123. 1nHz --International voice SAR on-scene PRI MARY.

138.45mHz - (FM ARS on-scene.

138.78nmHz - (FM ARS on-scene (discrete).

156. 3nHz -- Merchant shi p/ USCG on-scene. Marine radio ch# 6.

259.0mHz -- UHF/ AM CONUS Air Rescue Qperations.



282.8nmHz -- Joi nt/ Combi ned SAR DF & on-scene PRI MARY
381.0mHz -- CONUS Air Rescue Qperations.

381.8mHz -- USCG aircraft working frequency.

Search and Rescue COVMUNI CATI ONS
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USCG Aircraft HF working freqgs: (USB)
5692 8984
5696 11197
8980 11201

Cvil Air Patrol (CAP)

4582kHz USB -- National Energency & Calling frequency.
26. 62nHz AM

143. 90mHz AM FM

148. 15nHz AM FM & FM r epeat ers.

SAR M ssi on Comuni cati ons
The SAR Coordi nator (SC) should establish the radio
frequenci es avail able for assignnent as control, on-scene,
noni tor, hom ng, and press channels in the SAR Plan. The
SAR M ssi on Coordinator (SMC) sel ects the SAR-dedicated
frequencies, informs the On-Scene Commander (OSC) and/or SAR
Units (SRUs) of the assigned frequencies, and establishes
conmuni cati ons between adj acent Rescue Coordination Centers
(RCCs) and with parent agencies of the units involved in the
SAR. The OSC will maintain comunications with all SRUs and
with the SMC. A primary & secondary frequency in the HF, VHF
and/ or UHF band shoul d be assigned as an "on-scene" channel

The On-Scene Conmmander (OSC) controls the conmunications
on-scene and ensures that reliable communications are
mai nt ai ned. The SRUs will report to the OSC on the assigned
"on-scene" frequency.

Al units involved in the SAR operation should identify
t hensel ves using vessel nanme, aircraft type or tail #, or
shore location or name. Cassified tactical callsigns
shoul d not be used unless the SAR mission is classified or
behi nd eneny lines. Arned Forces, CAP, or USCG aircraft
shoul d use the word "rescue" in their callsign when priority
handling is critical. SAR Units (SRUs) should initially
check in with the On-Scene Commander (OSC) using their full
pl ai n-1 anguage cal | sign. Thereafter, search area
assi gnments, such as "Al pha 6" or "Delta 2" should be used
as call signs.

A Control Channel is to be used by the On-Scene
Conmander & SAR M ssion Coordi nator only.

On Scene Channel s are used between the OSC and SRUs.

Moni t or Channel s are guarded by the SRUs for possible
transm ssions fromthe distressed craft/survivors.

En Route Channels are used by the SRUs and their parent
agencies until the SRU reaches the SAR scene, & switches
their operational control to the OSC

A Homi ng Channel can be any On-Scene or Distress
frequency used for direction finding.

Press Channels are used by news nedi a personnel for
filing stories. Wien possible, the Press Channels will be
regul ar HF/ VHF/ | NVARSAT mari ne and/or aircraft frequencies



avai l able to the public for phone patches, etc.

Primary CONUS RCC -- Scott AFB, IL.



